Making HistoWii
You can’t spell William without Wii.
by Bill Zam

Baseball fans remember October 1977 as the month Reggie Jackson hit three home runs on
three pitches from three different pitchers in the World Series. There was another big hit that
month: the release of the Atari 2600 video game system. Since that time, generations of children
— and people who still think they’re children — have been defined by the video game platform they
grew up with. If the seventies was the Me generation, then the Aughts are the Wii generation.1
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"If you have trouble with Wii generation, ask your doctor about FLOMAX. This may or may not be the
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% The office supply kind of ruler, which are usually 12 inches, as opposed to your average dictator, who
measures in at about 5°6”. Napoleon really skewed the average.

3 It was a pretty safe bet I wasn’t done.

* And who did kill Harlowe Thrombie anyway?
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and stumbling upon the police in pursuit of O.J. Simpson. By then, a game system’s shelf life was
about as long as a slow-speed Bronco chase. By the time | could say, “Who is A.C. Cowlings,
Alex?” Sega CD was off the market and | was looking to unload a cheap copy of Sewer Shark.’

Thanks to technological advancement, many of the games that embellished our childhood are
now available in retro bundles with dozens of games on a single disc. Whether the soundtrack of
your youth was Pitfall Harry swinging over a triad of crocs, or Mario collecting coins by smashing
his dome into a cube like a deranged mental patient, you can now relive the magic...for about 12
seconds. That's about how long it takes to realize that these “classic” games, to put it bluntly, now
clas-suck. It's GAME OVER for Dreamcast, the original PlayStation and Nintendo GameCube,
which all once dominated the market. It’s inevitable the Wii will go the same route, but for now,
people are still up in arms about it.
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For hardcore gaming advice, don'’t visit www.billzam.com.

> If you’re interested, I still have it.
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